
Foreign Words and Phrases Common Used in English 

lingua franca A common language 

ad hoc For the purpose 

viz see above, below, namely 

ad valorem According to value 

vice versa Opposite 

apropos To the point 

via media A middle course 

bona fide Genuine; in good faith 

versus Against 

de facto In reality; in point of fact 

ultra vires Beyond one’s powers 

elite The choice part 

sub judice Under consideration of Judiciary 

en bloc As a whole 

status quo As it is, unchanged 

en route On way to 

sine die Without any definite date 

en masse In a body 

pro-rata In proportion 

exit The way to go out 

prima fade On the face of it 

ex-officio By virtue of one’s office 

percent Per hundred 

ex-parte One sided 

per diem Per day 

fait accompli An established fact 

per capita per head 

impasse Deadlock 

par excellence By way of special eminence 

in camera In secret 

male fide In bad faith 

modus operandi Way of doing a thing 
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